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NORTHDALE CIVIC ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
NCA Deed Restriction
Committee Report
The Northdale Civic Association has worked, for
4 months now, with Merit Management
Association-Perfected (“Merit”) to address
identified Deed Restriction violations in the
Northdale community. The NCA Board and
Merit have collaborated on defining the process
of identifying problem properties and, at the
same time, improving the procedure that allows
residents to submit Deed Restriction-related
complaints. Progress has been made towards
both goals. Yet, there is much work ahead.
In the March-April Newsletter, information was
shared about the first inspection tour completed
by Merit which identified a large number of
homes with Deed Restriction issues. The areas
of focus included parking on the grass; unkempt
properties; overgrown lawns; mold and/or
mildew/deteriorating paint on the house plus any
egregious violations.
As of the second
inspection, nearly half of the residents receiving
letters had addressed their violation(s). Those
residents who had not taken care of their
violation(s) received a second letter from Merit.
Merit has completed a third inspection. If the
deed restriction violations remain after the third
letter, legal action will be pursued. The resident
will be notified of this step in a fourth letter.
(The third inspection and fourth letter have been
added as a needed correction recognized by both

the NCA Board and Merit.)
Inspections and follow-up by Merit are very
important, but reports of Deed Restriction
violations by residents are also useful. While
updating the NCA website, the procedure for
submitting a complaint about a violation was
streamlined. Simply go to the NCA website,
www.northdale.org.
Click on “Deed
Restrictions” in the menu on the left. Look for
the link “Online Complaint Form,” click on it
and follow the instructions. You will be able to
include a photo. Your form will be received by
Merit. Returning to the “Deed Restrictions”
page, take a few moments to click on the picture
of the entrance to your “Village” (e.g. Gables 1)
and read the Deed Restrictions. If you have
further questions, click on the “Contact” box at
the top of the page, beside the orange “Home”
box, to find the contact information for your
Neighborhood Representative.
One Deed Restriction violation that has caused a
number of questions describes the storage of
vehicles not in use. These vehicles include cars,
trucks, motorcycles, recreational vehicles and
boats. Such stored vehicles need to be parked in
a garage or somewhere on the lot and out of
sight. They should not be parked on the lawn
(with or without grass). Vehicles with flat tires or
that are not registered or the registration is out of
date- therefore cannot be legally driven-can be
additionally cited for a County code violation.
(For further information or to report a Code

violation, go to www.hillsboroughcounty.org,
scroll to the bottom of the page to “Featured
Links” and click on “At Your Service.” Click on
the box labeled, “Code Violation Request.” This
same page also allows you to report a pothole or
damaged sidewalk by clicking on “Road and
Sidewalk Request,” among other requests.) If all
stored vehicles can be placed out of sight, it
would greatly enhance the overall appearance of
Northdale.
Finally, the members of the Northdale Civic
Association Board are residents of Northdale.
They serve because they appreciate the quality
of life found in Northdale and work to retain it
through providing social events and striving to
manage Deed Restriction violations. Like you,
they become frustrated when they see properties
that are neglected and spoil the overall
appearance of the neighborhood. Other than
notifying the violators and suggesting changes to
be made along with steps to be taken, it is up to
the individual residents to comply with the Deed
Restrictions. It is only after all notifications/
reminders have been exhausted that legal action
can be considered. The process takes time. The
last thing the NCA Board of Directors want to
do is to involve lawyers when interacting with
their Northdale neighbors.
Thank you
Thomas Murray, Vice President
NCA Board of Directors
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The Northdale Civic Association collaborates with Hillsborough County Parks
& Recreation Dept., Northdale Park, to hold many family-friendly, community
events throughout the year. The largest is the Northdale Family Fun Festival
and Parade. Northdale’s seventeenth annual festival was held last month. It is a
testament to the hard work and planning of a very small group of volunteers that
make it possible. The festival draws visitors from throughout Hillsborough and
Pasco counties and shines a positive light on our community. I want to make it
very clear that no NCA membership dollars are used to fund the festival. Over
the years, money raised from table sponsorships has allowed us to offer the
event free to the public and demonstrate community support with donations to
the Gaither High School Music and ROTC programs, as well as the Claywell
Elementary Art program. In 2018, we established a $500 scholarship for a
student in the Gaither High School music program. Donations have also been
made to the Firefighters’ Widows’ & Children’s Fund, the HC Sheriff’s
Memorial Fund, and the HC Friends of County Parks. Numerous upgrades at
Northdale Park Recreation Center have been made using funds raised from the
festival. These include the electronic signboard, splash pad, landscaping, pavers,
sidewalk lighting, fencing, courtyard tables, table tennis tables, solar-lighted flag
pole (installed in April) and countless other smaller improvements and needs.
So, thank you everyone that has contributed over the years to making
Northdale’s festival and parade a success and a source of pride to the
community.
After four months of reports from Merit Management, the 3rd party vendor that
is now doing Northdale’s deed violation inspections, I’m thrilled to report that
the results are very positive. Good news is that the majority of these violations
(pressure washing, parking on lawns, items stored on lot, etc.) are inexpensive to
correct, yet truly enhance the appearance of the property and the neighborhood. I
want to express that we are understanding of residents in a hardship situation
and willing to discuss a time extension to correct a violation if warranted.
Written requests for a time extension should be sent to NCA@meritfl.com.
Please note that this year the NCA membership renewal period was changed to
run on the calendar year, January to December. It had been June to May of the
following year for many years. If you didn’t respond to the January invoice that
you received, we hope you’ll bring your membership up to date ASAP. We
really need more homeowners to join if we are to continue to provide the
enhanced reporting by Merit Management. You can pay on-line at the
community website, www.northdale.org, or mail in the membership form on the
front cover. I thank you in advance.
The NCA meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 P.M. in the Bill Castens
Gymnasium Conference Room at Northdale Park. We welcome your input and
ideas. Please LIKE us on Facebook, so you can keep abreast of what’s going
on in Northdale.
Sincerely,
Ann Frisbie
Frisbie_annv@verizon.net
(813) 968-8460
Northdale website at www.northdale.org
NORTHDALE.ORG

Reading Incentives
Mythology Club
Last month 5th graders attended a Mythology Club Kick
Off. Mrs. Kline shared the Percy Jackson series and information about how to be a part of the club. Twenty
students will be accepted into the club and will meet
weekly during April-May. A Mythology Bowl will be
held on May 14th.
Second Graders to Begin Fairy Tale Bowl
Second graders began learning all about the elements and
the history of fairy tales with Mrs. Kline and their second
grade teachers. A puppet performance helped kick off the
unit on March7th. It was called Cracker Cinderella performed by renowned storyteller, Katie Adams. The unit
will culminate with the Fairy Tale Bowl on May 16th.
Scholastic Book Fair
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who assisted
with the spring fair and to all the people who attended.
We came close to meeting our goal of having at least
1000 books purchased! This means that kids are creating
and building their personal home libraries. We look forward to seeing everyone in the fall for our next book fair.
Seuss Olympics Competition
Students in grade three have been challenged to read 6
titles from the Dr. Seuss collection. They will be given a
qualifying test on April 25th to determine the teams for
their classes. The teams will compete on May 15th.
Good luck third graders!
Comic Book Club
Mrs. Kline has been meeting with select third grade boys
since October and they have been learning all about comics, reading comics, learning how to draw, and then creating their own comic book. They will go on a field trip to
B&N on April 17th where they will share their comic
books and have a special treat.
Summer Reading: Start Thinking About It Now!
Our goal is to have students enter their minutes on a scholastic summer reading website. We want to have every
student read at least 20 minutes a day and/or 100 minutes
a week. Students’ minutes will be posted for the media
specialist to see at the start of next school year. Students
who reach the goal of 100,000 minutes will have a special
celebration with the principal when school starts back up
next fall.
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WHAT IS THE NCA?
The Northdale Civic Association is a volunteer organization whose mission is to make Northdale a
better place to live and increase property values by enforcing the deed restrictions to which each
homeowner is legally subject.
The NCA is also the organized voice of Northdale, and represents residents when issues affecting
Northdale are raised by Hillsborough County, the State of Florida and other governing bodies. The
NCA issues this Newsletter and organizes the following events and programs: Welcome Wagon,
Easter Egg Hunt, Community Garage Sales, Family Fun Festival, Northdale Pumpkin Run,
Holiday Decorating Contest, Meet the Candidates, and the Northdale OWLS (Older, Wiser, Lively,
Seniors). Board meetings are open to the public and held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month except
December.
HOW TO JOIN THE NCA
Forms are available in each edition of the Northdale Newsletter. There are forms online at
www.northdale.org.
HOW TO JOIN THE BOARD
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $50.00. All members are eligible to run for NCA Board
positions in elections held each May. Elections for those positions are made by the sitting board at
the monthly board meetings. The dates of those meetings are posted in the Community Calendar.
NCA BOARD OFFICERS
President: Ann Frisbie - Golf Club I - 968-8460
Vice President: Tom Murray - Gables I - 781-760-7959
Secretary: Chelsea Walkenhorst - Golf Club Estates II - 615-513-8026
Treasurer: Bill Castens - The Woodlands - 340-9436
NCA BOARD DIRECTORS
Robert Demeo – Golf Club III -546-0873
Nelson Marcano - Bay/Levitt - 813-732-9998
Martha Hughes – Fox Hollow -477-0924
Robert Mantler – Claywell - 843-2137
Bruce Poli – The Hammocks -727-424-1785
Raymond Powell – Silverhill – 264-6157
Claude Siler-Nixon – Gables III -362-4667
Nancy Stearns – Country Mill, Brentwood Park, Fairway Villas -961-4438
Jessica Watterson -Gables II -630-569-2479
DEED RESTRICTION VIOLATIONS
Residents may request an investigation of a Deed Restriction violation. Complaints must be in
writing and submitted online to Merit Management Association-Perfected (“Merit”). Merit
conducts periodic neighborhood inspections and will act on their findings when necessary.
To request an investigation of a possible Deed Restriction violation, go to the NCA website,
www.northdale.org. On the left side of the Main Page, click on “Deed Restrictions”. Page down
and select the “Online Complaint Form,” and fill it out with all pertinent information. You will be
able to include a photo. Your form will be received by Merit.
When a violation occurs, Merit will send a letter to the homeowner(s) with a request to correct the
problem(s).
If a homeowner has not corrected their violation(s) they’ll receive a second letter from Merit. Merit
will complete a third inspection. If the deed restriction violation(s) remain after the third letter,
legal action will be pursued. The resident will be notified of this step in a fourth letter.
Deed Restrictions for the “Villages” that make up Northdale can be found on the Northdale
website. Select “Deed Restrictions” from the Main Page and click on the picture of the entrance to
your “Village” (e.g. Gables 1). The Deed Restrictions will be displayed and can be printed for your
records.
The NCA will not become involved in conflicts between neighbors, animal problems or landscape
issues due to drought.
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May 7
OWLS Monthly Meeting &
Pot-Luck Lunch
11:00 AM
Northdale Park
Bill Castens Gymnasium
May14
NSTD Meeting
7:00 PM
Northdale Park
BCG Conference Room
May 17
Focus Group Meeting for
Northdale Recreation Center
6:00 PM
Northdale Park
Share your feedback on current
& future park programs

May 21
NCA Board Meeting
7:00 PM
Northdale Park
BCG Conference Room
June 4
OWLS Monthly Meeting &
Pot-Luck Lunch
11:00 AM
Northdale Park
Bill Castens Gymnasium
June 11
NSTD Meeting
7:00 PM
Northdale Park
BCG Conference Room
June 18
NCA Board Meeting
7:00 PM
Northdale Park
BCG Conference Room
July 2
There will be no OWLS
Monthly
Meeting & Pot-Luck
Lunch In July
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Monthly Meetings on 1st Tues 11 AM @ Northdale Park
Our Mission is to create a growing network of co-ed seniors, to provide social activities, local events, travel, entertainment and
educational seminars in common interest groups as ways to safely enjoy our lives.

“A Smile, a Sip of Wine – It’s Sweet Summer me!”
May 7, Tues – Vegas style entertainment by Headhoot & Friends… Funny!
May 8, Wed – Rays vs. AZ Diamond Backs & dine at Ferg’s Sports Bar & Grill afterwards
May 15, Wed – Lunch Bunch, Lucky Dill Tampa (Separate Checks).
May 20, Mon – Bunco Party Luncheon at Brunchies, 14366 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
May 24, Fri – River Cruise followed by lunch at Rick’s On The River.
May 28, Tues – Ocala, The Horse Capital of the World - 3 Equine behind scenes tours.
May 29, Wed – Tradewinds Island Resort Day Pass- water sports and relaxing!
May 30, Thurs – Jet Skiing leaving John’s Pass!
Jun 2, Sun – Carrollwood Players: The Jungle Book, a musical.
Jun 4, Tues – Ralph Alloco singing our kind of music at the Owls monthly meeting.
Jun 8, Sat – “Grape Stomping” -- The Lakeridge Winery at Clairmont.
Jun 13, Thurs – Lavendar N Lace Tearoom with Railroad Museum.
Jun 17, Mon – Bunco Party Luncheon at Brunchies, 14366 N. Dale Mabry Hwy
Jun 19, Wed – Lunch Bunch, Wright’s Gourmet House (Separate Checks).
For other scheduled events and more, see Owls website at:
www.NorthdaleOWLS.org
Weekly Activities include:
Aerobics Lite, BBOB’s (Bill’s Blooming Orchid Club), Bridge,
Bing-Owl, Board Games, Hand & Foot Cards, Line Dancing,
“Dress A Girl Around The World”, Kazoo Band, Mah Jongg,
Pickleball, Singing Hooters, Table Tennis, Meals on Wheels Deliveries, & Yoga

Got Questions? Talk to any member of the OWLS,
or contact Bill Castens at (813) 340-9436
NORTHDALE.ORG
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NORTHDALE SPECIAL TAX DISTRICT

Hurricane season is upon us and we remind you once again to stock up on supplies such as
batteries, canned food, water and prescribed medications. A good rule for water is one gallon
per day per person. Should evacuation become necessary, have a plan in place dealing with your
family’s needs as well as the safety of your pets.
Other items in your preparation list should include filling your gas tank, filling propane tanks for
grills, check all battery run equipment as your radio may become your only link to the outside
world, refill prescriptions and collect important papers, place in a water tight container, and
lastly determine your safe room if you are not in an evacuation zone. Hurricane up dates can be
checked by going online to www.nhe.noaa.gov.
Also, don’t announce your vacation plans on social media, likewise your children, as to when
you will be gone. Basic steps to take while gone include stopping mail and newspaper delivery
or have a trusted neighbor pick them up. Set lights, TV or radio on a timer, varying the times, so
it appears someone is at home. NEVER hide a key outside! Arrange to have your lawn cut and
make sure windows and doors are securely locked.
Wall repairs and painting continue throughout our community as well as the replacement of dead
fig vines. Lifting tree canopies to allow for more direct sunlight will enhance their growth when
replacement plants are installed in deeply shaded areas.
The Board of Trustees meet the second Tuesday of each month at 7PM in the Bill Castens’ gym
conference room. All are welcome!
REMEMBER, our community’s safety often depends on your eyes and ears. Stay alert and
report any unusual activity immediately to the Sheriff’s office by calling 911 or their nonemergency number 813-247-8200.
Nancy Stearns,
President
NORTHDALE.ORG
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NORTHDALE SPECIAL TAX DISTRICT
WHAT is the NSTD?
The Northdale Special Taxing District is a Hillsborough County dependent tax
district. The District was originally set-up under a State ordinance, but in 1992 was
adopted under County ordinance #92-35. The County collects the taxes for the
District and provides the ordinance or regulations that give authority to the District.
Funds are derived from the County non-ad valorem tax of $130 per residential unit.
Residents in single family homes, along with apartments and condominiums are
assessed $130. Also, all properties within Northdale boundaries including businesses
and other non-profit groups are taxed based on an equitable per residential unit basis.

The District is responsible for maintaining the common areas throughout Northdale.
These areas include the main entrances coming into Northdale, landscaping in
common areas alongside roadways and medians, neighborhood entrances, the outer
surface of the block walls and along the roadside. The District also maintains selected
lakes and wetland areas along the main roadways in Northdale.

The District is governed by a Board of nine trustees who are elected by the public or
appointed by the Board. Board members must be registered voters and reside in
Northdale. The trustees receive no compensation for their work. The board has hired
an administrator to complete many of the day-to-day details of the District. The
administrator is a sub-contracted (paid) position.

Northdale Special
Taxing District Board
of Trustees
Nancy Stearns
President
Tom Murray
Vice President
Eli White
Treasurer
Don Hachey
Secretary
Angel Bustelo
Frank Giordano
Ray Klaus
Bill Castens
Earl Albright
Contact Information
813 381-5435
Northdale Special
Tax District
3433 Lithia Pinecrest Rd
#301
Valrico, Fl 33596

Although the District does maintain the common areas in Northdale, there are many
areas that the District does not control. The District does not maintain roads, street
lighting, street signs or utility lines. Also, the District does not maintain private
property or enforce deed restrictions. Deed restrictions are enforced by the Northdale
Civic Association (NCA). The District and the Civic Association are two different
and separate bodies. The District is a public governmental body and the Civic
Association is a private association of Northdale residents. Only the Civic
Association has authority to issue deed restriction warnings.

Tax District Meetings are
held on the second Tuesday
of each month at 7PM at
Northdale Park, Bill
Castens Gymnasium
Conference Room.

Although separate, the District and the Northdale Civic Association work to achieve
the same goal of making Northdale a great place to live.

The next meetings
will be held:
May 14, 2019
June 11, 2019

NORTHDALE.ORG

rick@thefloridasolutions
group.com
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QUALITY THAT IS AFFORDABLE

(813) 787‐7247

 We never charge overtime
 We are never closed for business
 Plumbing and Drain Cleaning Experts

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

 Commercial and Residential
24/7/365 ♦ No Overtime ♦ Flat Rate Pricing
Licensed, Bonded, and Insured
Lic#CFC1425923

Gold Level Sponsors
Advent Health Medical Group
ForCare Clinical Research
ForCare Medical Group
John Erb’s Auto Truck & RV Center
Titanium Level Sponsors
Bank OZK
Carrollwood Day School
Corbett Preparatory School
Cricket Wireless
Extreme Youth Sports
Florida Dept. of Health – Hillsborough
Lee Electric
Morgan Exteriors
Nutrition S’Mart
Suncoast Credit Union
Suncoast Skin Solutions
Tampa Bay Federal Credit Union
WellMed
Pewter Level Sponsors
Bach to Rock
Brightstar Chiropractic
Club Pilates
DaVita Medical Group
Define Body & Mind
Easy AC & Water Conditioning
Genexe Health
Humana
I9 Sports
Iernas Heating & Cooling, Inc.
Insulation Plus of Tampa, LLC
Lakes of Northdale/IRT Management
Lane Family Wellness
Mathnasium of Carrollwood
Power Home Remodeling Group LLC
Professional Pool Solutions
Seagate Chiropractic
Seal Swim School
Sports Clips
State Farm

Pewter Level (Cont’d.)
TITLE Boxing Club Carrollwood
The Joy FM
US Lawns
Bronze Level Sponsors
Bealls Department Store
Brighton Gardens of Tampa, Sunrise
Senior Living
Blue Cross Blue Shield Florida
Burn Boot Camp - Carrollwood
Classical Conversations
DPG LAW
FEMG
Floor Coverings International
Grow Financial
John Casablancas Centers
Kidz Care Academy
Mary Jo’s Performing Arts Academy
Northdale Lutheran Church & School
Next Level Financial Partners
OPPT – Northdale
Prevent Needless Deaths
Show on the Road, Tampa
Traditional Tae Kwon-Do
Walker Dentistry
World Champion Center
Restaurants & Food Vendors
4 Rivers Smokehouse Tampa
Bimbo Bakeries
Casper’s Company McDonalds
Glory Days Grill
Jeremiah’s Italian Ice
NANA’s Treats
PUBLIX Markets
Boarshead
Pudgy Duck Bakery LLC
Shells Seafood Restaurant
SoulTalian
Taziki’s Mediterranean Café

Sincere Appreciation to the following:
Claywell Elementary Rock Band
Community Resource Deputy, Chris
DePolis
Dodgeball2U
Edith Lyon – Singing at Opening
Ceremony
Express Press (donation of festival flyers)
Fire Fighters’ Local Union #2294
Gaither High School Color Guard
Gaither High School Marching Band
Gaither High School ROTC Program
Gaither High School SHOWCASE
Gaither High School Starettes
Hillsborough County Commissioner
Ken Hagan
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue
Hillsborough County Friends of the Park
Hillsborough County Parks & Recreation
Dept.
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Color Guard
Home Depot (Children’s activity and
barbecue grill to raffle)
Jan Marshburn (covered the cost of flyer
delivery to residents)
Northdale Golf & Tennis Club (loan of
golf carts)
Northdale OWLS and Resident Volunteers
Northdale Park Staff - We couldn’t do it
without you!
Piper John (Northdale’s John Maio)
Sprouts (donation of water)
Spider Man (Michael Pelaez)
Stagelights Performing Arts Center
Tampa Bay Buccaneers (Jersey & club
seats for raffle)
Tampa Bay Lightning (Vasilevskiy
autographed hockey stick for NCA raffle)
Tampa Bay Rays (15-person game suite &
autographed Baseball for NCA raffle)
WaWa (gift basket for NCA raffle)
Whole Foods (gift cards for NCA raffle)
Zuleika Salsa Dancing

2019 FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL & PARADE
NORTHDALE.ORG
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my return a little easier.”

Sometimes I dress like a lawn guy and

3. “Yes, I really do look for newspapers
to pile up in your driveway. I might

Over the years, a list of things a burglar
would never tell his victims was compiled
for use as a Crime Prevention tool. Here
are ten “confessions” that you might want
to take into consideration!

1. “There are two things I hate most –
barking dogs and nosey neighbors.”

2. “Thanks for letting me use the
bathroom when I was working in your
yard last week. While I was in there,
I unlocked the back window to make

NORTHDALE.ORG

ever look like a crook.”

even leave an advertisement on your

8. “I love looking in open windows. I’m

door just to see how long it takes for

always checking for signs that you’re

you to remove it.”

not at home and looking inside for

4. “I always knock first. If you happen
Ten Things a Burglar
Won't Tell You

carry a rake. I do my best to never,

any electronics or valuables I’d like to

to answer, I’ll just ask for directions

steal.

or come up with some other excuse as

neighborhood at night, just before you

a cover.”

close your blinds, and pick my

5. “If you don’t answer when I knock,
I’ll try the door. Occasionally, I hit

I’ll

drive

through

your

targets.”

9. “If I were you, I wouldn’t announce
your vacation on Facebook, Instagram

the jackpot and walk right in.”

6. “Do you really think I won’t look in

or Snapchat. I check those too!”

I

10. “I’m not complaining, but why pay all

always check it, as well as all the

that money for an alarm system and

other dresser drawers, the nightstand,

then leave your house without setting

and your medicine cabinet.”

it?”

your sock drawer?

Come on!

7. “Sometimes I walk around in your
neighborhood carrying a clipboard.

Deputy C. Depolis

Community Resource Deputy
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